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About the Nuclear Education Trust (NET)  
The Nuclear Education Trust (NET) is a UK charity (number 1118373, registered in 2007) 
working to advance the understanding of arms control and disarmament, defence and security 
through education and research, with an emphasis on nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction. It is an independent organisation with a clearly defined educational remit and 
is not a campaigning organisation. 
 
A primary concern of the Charity is to make awareness of nuclear issues accessible to all, 
regardless of age. This work includes commissioning research to gather a wide range of 
opinions and funding peace education materials aimed at school children of different ages. 
Much of the work supported by the Charity is available to the public on websites or via free 
publications in order to advance understanding and knowledge around nuclear issues. 
 
Since 2006, NET has funded the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament Peace Education (CNDPE) 
project to empower students in English schools to discuss and analyse nuclear weapons issues 
knowledgeably. To date, the project has worked successfully with over 200 schools and colleges 
using it’s materials. CNDPE presented a report of its activities to the UN disarmament education 
project in 2016.  
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Survey of Nuclear Disarmament Education (NDE)  
in Secondary Schools in England 
 
Executive Summary 
 

TEACHING ABOUT NUCLEAR WEAPONS, including their role and importance, their history 
and the issues of disarmament raised, has been part of the secondary curricula in England in 
some subjects for several years. These subjects include History, Politics, Religious Studies (RS) 

and Citizenship and thus this teaching could be considered mainstream. However there appears to 
be little research into what is being taught, how it is being taught and what teachers themselves 
believe about nuclear education and nuclear disarmament education (NDE). This, alongside the 
current threat of the use of nuclear weapons during the war in the Ukraine (Borger, 2022a) and the 
possibility of US nuclear weapons returning to the UK (Borger, 2022b) arguably makes this topic 
particularly relevant to the lives of young people today.  
 
The importance of young people being able to access disarmament education and training 
opportunities has been highlighted by the UN Secretary-General in 2018 in his Agenda for 
Disarmament (United Nations, 2018). It was hoped that undertaking education and training would give 
young people the tools and networks that are needed to understand and draw informed conclusions 
on disarmament issues. This, coupled with the UK Government’s commitment to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals, one of which aims to ‘promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development’ (DFID, 2021), further shows the importance of research that enables 
organisations to gain a deeper understanding of the state of NDE within secondary schools in England. 
   
This report therefore aims to identify trends around the current state of NDE provision within 
secondary schools in England. It also provides facts and figures on what teachers think about nuclear 
education and makes recommendations for how more comprehensive provision can be taught, so 
that all students are able to be educated in ‘the spirit of peace’ (Department for Education, 2010). 
 
Key findings 
This report gathered 211 responses from teachers within secondary schools across England, 
representing 7% of secondary schools. The findings of this study show that:  
 
1. Most teachers who responded to the survey reported that their schools did not teach nuclear 

disarmament education (NDE) with 71% of respondents reporting that NDE was not covered in 
the delivery of their schools’ curriculum.  

 
2. Respondents held a weak understanding of what constitutes nuclear weapons education and 

NDE with several misconceptions around what good quality NDE may look like.  
 
3. Most teachers believed that it was important that students learnt about the humanitarian 

consequences of using nuclear weapons, alongside the view of the role of nuclear weapons in 
acting as a deterrent to keep the peace - highlighting that balanced teaching about nuclear 
weapons and disarmament, which is at the core of NDE, has value within schools.  
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4. Most respondents to the survey disagreed that NDE was too political to be taught within the 
school curriculum. With 93% of teachers either strongly disagreeing or disagreeing that NDE was 
too political to be taught in schools. 

 
5. The most often cited barrier to teaching NDE was that other topics within the school curriculum 

were more important. This barrier was selected by 63% of teachers who completed the survey.  
 
6. Many teachers did not know that high quality free teaching resources around nuclear weapons 

and nuclear disarmament issues existed. With almost half of teachers stating that there was a lack 
of good quality teaching resources related to these topics.  

 
7. Those teaching NDE reported that their students were engaged with the topic and it had a 

positive impact on their knowledge and understanding of NDE.  
 
8. Only a few teachers stated that they were teaching peace education. 20% of respondents to the 

survey highlighted they were teaching peace education. A greater understanding of peace 
education and how it relates to NDE may help to improve educational opportunities for young 
people overall.  

 
Recommendations 
The findings from this report have led to several recommendations to create more comprehensive 
NDE opportunities for young people within secondary schools in England. These include:  
1. Within Peace Education and NDE organisations, debate is needed about nuclear disarmament 

education (NDE) so that teachers understand what it involves, including the need for negotiation, 
diplomacy and disarmament.  

 
2. Schools, trusts and local and national education authorities should ensure that funding is available 

to train teachers in nuclear disarmament and peace education. They should also clarify teacher’s 
responsibilities under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) to ensure that all 
children are able to access an education ‘in the spirit of peace’ (Department for Education, 2010). 

 
3. PGCE and teacher training providers should build partnerships with NDE and peace education 

organisations to provide training to student teachers earlier in their careers.  
 
4. Subject associations for the relevant curriculum areas should work more closely with NDE 

organisations to create specialist resources for those already teaching NDE within their syllabus.  
 
5. Nuclear disarmament and peace education organisations should look collaboratively for additional 

funding streams to help them to increase their capacity further.  
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Introduction 
 
The UN Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education produced its first report in 2002 aiming 
to promote education and training on these issues so as to empower individuals to gain the knowledge 
and skills needed to achieve ‘general and complete disarmament’. Its objectives include, but are not 
limited to, developing students’ critical evaluation skills so that they are able to explore their own views 
on nuclear disarmament and consider attitudes and actions designed to ‘create a culture of peace’.  
 
Within its recommendations, the report encouraged governments to ‘accord importance to 
disarmament and non-proliferation education and training in their programmes and policies’. It also 
called on the UN and other international organisations to create a wider range of participatory education 
materials and increase the sharing of these materials amongst a global audience (United Nations, 2002).  
 
In 2020, a further report from the Secretary-General was submitted to the General Assembly which 
showed the positive steps that different governments had taken with regard to NDE to implement the 
recommendations from the 2002 study. The report also highlighted the increase in digital Disarmament 
and Non-proliferation Education content due to the COVID-19 pandemic and stated that ‘disarmament 
and non-proliferation education remains an important way to bring the discussion of those critical issues 
to schools in all countries to inform and empower young people to become agents of peace’ (UN 2020). 
 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) also recognises the importance of peace 
education and states that all children have the right to an education that prepares them for a 
‘responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes 
and friendship among all peoples’ (Department for Education, 2010).  
 
Nuclear disarmament education is an important component of peace education and there are 
several opportunities to introduce nuclear issues into the secondary curriculum, including in subject 
areas such as History, Religious Education, Government and Politics, Citizenship, Science and English. 
High quality education can also inspire students to take a critical approach to disarmament issues 
and can use imaginative, participatory techniques to build empathy and engagement (United 
Nations, 2002). In addition, high quality teaching resources and teacher training are also required to 
not only provide young people with the knowledge that they need to explore the issues, but also to 
promote balanced arguments to explore the various viewpoints that frame the debates.  
 
A 2015 report from ForcesWatch on Peace Education and the Promotion of the Armed Forces in UK 
Schools however recognises that peace education is missing from the curriculum and that the UK 
Government is increasingly promoting free, and arguably one-sided, military learning resources for 
use in schools. This conflicts with the purpose of education noted in Article 29 of the UNCRC which 
states that all children have the right to education in the ‘spirit of peace’, especially as the UK 
Government has both signed and ratified the UNCRC.  
 
The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) commits states ‘to pursue negotiations in good faith on 
disarmament measures’. As a Nuclear Weapons State, the UK is under a particular obligation to ensure 
that the recommendations made in the UN Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education 
(2002) are implemented with diligence and thoroughness in order to educate future citizens of the 
catastrophic consequences of nuclear weapons use and the necessity for disarmament. 
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This research therefore aims to explore nuclear disarmament education in English secondary schools 
and includes:  
1. Investigating whether nuclear disarmament education (NDE) is being provided in secondary 

schools in England. 
2. Identifying the barriers to teaching nuclear disarmament education and making recommenda tions 

on how to overcome those barriers to achieve a more comprehensive provision. 
3. Highlighting examples of good practice and providing an overview of the range of resources 

covering nuclear disarmament issues.  
4. Considering lessons to be learned in the promotion of nuclear disarmament education. 
 
There is no commonly accepted terminology for discussing education about nuclear disarmament. 
The UN Secretary General’s biennial report to the General Assembly on progress in disarmament and 
non-proliferation education addresses nuclear alongside other weapons of mass destruction. NET’s 
particular emphasis on nuclear weapons guided this research.   
 
As already noted, there are a number of different areas of the schools curriculum in England 
where nuclear issues may be discussed.  For the purposes of this research, the questionnaire 
used the term ‘nuclear education’ to capture all these possibilities, in particular in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects, in the first place. The 
questionnaire then asked more specifically about ‘nuclear weapons education’ and since it is 
possible to discuss nuclear weapons without covering the aspect of disarmament, it inquired 
further about ‘nuclear disarmament education’. The research then regards nuclear 
disarmament education (NDE) as an essential component to balanced teaching of nuclear 
weapons education as well as more widely of disarmament and non-proliferation education 
and, in addition, peace education.  
 
  
Methodology 
 
On 1 December 2021, the Nuclear Education Trust launched an online survey to explore the state of 
nuclear disarmament education and nuclear weapons education in secondary schools in England.  
 
The survey asked ten questions (see Appendix A) which were designed to understand whether 
NDE was being taught in secondary schools in England, which resources were being used, 
identify best practice when teaching it, understand the barriers to teaching NDE and to make 
recommendations for the future of NDE. A question to assess what type of school the teacher 
answering the survey worked in was also included.  
 
The survey was available online for two months (1st December 2021 to 1st February 2022) and 
targeted English secondary school teachers. An additional question on NDE was also posed to 
teachers via a social media poll after the invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022. The results of this 
survey highlight the state of NDE only within English Secondary Schools.  
 
The researcher gathered and analysed 211 responses to the survey. The teachers who completed the 
survey came from the following contexts:   
 

5

SURVEY OF NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT EDUCATION



Two focus groups were also run with a total of 16 teachers to further understand the state of NDE in 
secondary schools in England. A second focus group was undertaken with four different Peace 
Education providers to further understand their views around NDE. These qualitative interviews 
aimed to ensure that a deeper understanding of teacher’s experiences of NDE and the barriers to 
teaching it were investigated – which could not be obtained from quantitative data alone.  
 
Two case studies are also presented in this report to highlight two examples of best practice within NDE 
from teachers within the focus groups. The research results are drawn from a sample size of 7% of the 
Secondary Schools in England. While this is not the 10% return that we were hoping for when we 
publicised the survey, it still represents a significant return rate for us to draw conclusions from given the 
time challenges teachers are facing due to the additional workload caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Limitations 
It is important to note the limitations of this research. Whilst we received 211 survey responses in 
total, not every teacher answered the survey in full because some questions did not apply to all 
participants. The size of the data sample therefore varies in some questions, including the question 
which explores the difficulties or barriers facing teachers when teaching NDE.   
 
Due to the small number of teachers who completed the survey from certain types of schools, 
including faith schools, independent schools and UTCs, no meaningful conclusions about the 
differences between teaching NDE within each context were apparent. Therefore, the findings of this 
report have not been disaggregated by school type. Further research is required to explore any potential 
differences in how NDE is taught between schools, especially with regard to teaching NDE within UTCs.   
 
In addition, this survey does not document the state of NDE in schools in Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland and further research is needed in these nations to better understand the state 
of NDE in schools outside of England. In some cases, it was also clear that the participants did 
not have a good understanding of what is involved with teaching NDE, or held different views 
on what NDE is, which may have impacted their answers to the survey questions. However, 
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Type of School Number taking part in Survey Percentage of those taking part

State School 109 52%

Academy School 60 28%

Faith School 23 11%

Independent School 16 8%

University Technical College 3 1%

Total 211



due to the qualitative comments made within the survey and the focus groups, it is believed that 
these limitations do not negate the findings of this study and its recommendations.  
 
 
Findings 
 
Please note these findings are reported in the order that the questions appeared in the survey.  
 
What is being taught in schools?  
The following graphs highlight whether schools are teaching nuclear weapons education, nuclear 
disarmament education or nuclear science and technology education.    
 

Nuclear Weapons Education 
Overall, 67% of the teachers who 
answered the survey stated that their 
schools did not teach nuclear weapons 
education compared to 33% of teachers 
surveyed who said that their schools did 
teach it. Of the teachers who taught 
nuclear weapons education, only 37% 
indicated that they also taught NDE, as 
reported below. This means that most 
teachers (the other 63% teaching NWE) 
are potentially teaching students about 
nuclear weapons without exploring the 

ethics of nuclear weapons use or ‘how to achieve concrete disarmament’ (UN 2002).  
 
This finding was supported by other comments in the focus groups where teachers highlighted that 
they ‘taught about how nuclear weapons were created and stored but not the impact of using them or 
the ethics around their use’ highlighting a potentially missed opportunity to deliver NDE for a variety of 
reasons which are explained further below. Due to the small number of faith schools, independent 
schools and UTCs completing the survey, these numbers are not disaggregated.  
 

Nuclear Disarmament Education 
Most of the teachers in the survey, 
71%, stated that their schools did not 
teach NDE, see bar chart overleaf. 
When compared with the previous 
question, fewer teachers taught NDE 
(29%) than nuclear weapons 
education (33%). For those who are 
teaching NDE, 87% also indicated that 
they were teaching about nuclear 
weapons, suggesting the likelihood 
that most education about 
disarmament taking place in schools is 
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Does your school provide nuclear weapons education?

 
 
Does your school provide nuclear disarmament education?



being done in a balanced way which explores nuclear weapons broadly and not just focusing 
on disarmament issues.   
 
Comments from the focus groups also indicated a general lack of understanding of what 
nuclear disarmament education involves, with three teachers asking for a definition before they 
wanted to discuss it further. Once they had developed a deeper understanding of what 
constitutes NDE, five of the 12 teachers present were able to identify areas in their teaching 
that would fall under NDE. This would suggest that the percentage of teachers actually 
teaching NDE would be higher than this data suggests if there was a better understanding of 
what NDE is amongst secondary school teachers in England. 
  

Nuclear Science and Technology 
Only 20% of the teachers who took 
the survey stated that their school 
covered nuclear science and 
technology education. Science was 
the subject most often cited by 
teachers as being where this topic 
would be taught. This makes nuclear 
science and technology the area 
relating to nuclear weapons where it 
was least taught, with the majority of 
these teachers, 80%, saying that they 
did not teach it – see bar chart below.  
 
There was some surprise within the 

focus groups that more teachers were not teaching this topic as many believed it to be ‘part of the 
science curriculum and therefore mandatory to teach about it’.  
 
One Science teacher also commented that ‘I teach science so when nuclear fission/fusion are taught 
there are opportunities for this to be discussed but simply not enough time. We have so much 
curriculum content to cover that going off topic for even half a lesson is not possible’. The small 
number of science teachers who answered the survey may also have led to some potential 
underreporting in these numbers suggesting a potential focus area for future research. 
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Does your school provide nuclear technology education?



What opinions and beliefs about nuclear weapons and nuclear disarmament education 
do teachers hold?  
Teacher responses to the statement: ‘It is important that students are aware of the 
humanitarian consequences of using nuclear weapons.’ 
As seen in the chart below, most of the teachers surveyed, 95%, either strongly agreed or agreed 
that students should be aware of the humanitarian consequences of using nuclear weapons. This 
contrasts with the data from the previous question as only 29% of teachers said they actually taught 
about nuclear disarmament. 
 

In the focus groups, it was a common theme that 
although teachers wanted to teach about NDE, 
they did not know which subject was best to 
introduce the topic and where in the current 
curriculum there was space to teach it 
appropriately. Some teachers explained that they 
thought this subject should be explored within 
Personal Social Health Economic Education 
(PSHEE), History and RS where they believed 
there was more time to discuss it properly.  
 
Others in one focus group disputed the notion 
that these subjects had more time to teach it, 
with all teachers agreeing that curriculum time 
was currently very tight in every subject due in 

part to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on teaching and learning in schools.    
 
Teacher responses to the statement: ‘It is important that students are aware of the 
deterrence role of nuclear weapons in helping to keep the peace after World War Two’ 

The chart shows that 96% of teachers who 
responded to the survey either agreed or strongly 
agreed that it was important for students to 
understand the deterrence role of nuclear 
weapons in helping to keep the peace. This again 
highlights a discrepancy between teachers’ 
opinions of what is important and what teachers 
are actually teaching – with only 33% teaching 
about nuclear weapons within their differing 
contexts. A comment in one focus group 
highlighted that many teachers in their school 
were ‘afraid to teach a biased viewpoint and 
therefore preferred to avoid teaching this topic 
altogether even though they felt it was 
important’.  
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It is important that students are aware of the humanitarian 
consequences of using nuclear weapons.

It is important that students are aware of the deterrence 
role of nuclear weapons in helping to keep the peace 
after World War Two
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Teacher responses to the statement: ‘The topic is too political to be taught within the 
school curriculum’ 
Of the teachers who responded to the survey, 93% either strongly disagreed or disagreed with the 
statement that nuclear disarmament was too political to be taught within the school curriculum, as seen 
in the chart below. This would suggest that this may not be a key barrier to teaching nuclear 
disarmament education in secondary schools in England. However, this data conflicts with the qualitative 
responses to the survey which showed that some teachers had concerns about the political nature of 
nuclear disarmament education particularly as ‘staff lacked the confidence to discuss it because they 
worried that they would violate the new political impartiality guidance from the DfE’.  

 
Another comment from the focus groups also 
showed ‘that nuclear disarmament as a goal 
sounded too political and would need to be 
presented alongside other viewpoints to ensure 
that teachers were not demonstrating their own 
political bias’.  This then further highlights the lack 
of understanding about what constitutes good 
quality NDE. The view that NDE can be seen as 
political was also highlighted within the focus 
groups with Peace Education providers 
recognising that the new impartiality guidance 
had ‘led to increasing fear of being too 'political', 
especially as the guidance is currently quite vague 
and confusing for teachers.  
 
 

Teacher responses to the statement: ‘Talking too much about the use of nuclear weapons 
fosters a fearful and negative view of the world and should not be taught’ 
The results, as demonstrated in the chart below, show that 91% of teachers either strongly 
disagreed or disagreed that talking about the use of nuclear weapons created a fearful and negative 
view of the world. Teachers who elaborated on their answers also said that they believed that the 

subject should be taught in schools but were unsure 
of how and where to deliver it. 
 
This suggests that the topic of NDE appearing as too 
negative to students may not be a barrier to teaching it 
in schools. One comment in the focus groups however 
conflicted with this with a teacher saying they had 
‘recently stopped talking about nuclear weapons due 
to the media’s focus on the potential use of nuclear 
weapons by Russia during the war in the Ukraine’. No 
other teachers in the focus group agreed with this 
view, however and this view was also not found within 
the Peace Educa tion organisations’ focus group which 
commented that students really enjoyed exploring 
nuclear issues.  

Talking too much about the use of nuclear weapons 
fosters a fearful and negative view of the world and 
should not be taught

The topic is too political to be taught within the 
scchool curriculum



Teacher responses to the statement: ‘Nuclear disarmament is a key topic in discussing 
Britain’s place in the world as a nuclear weapons state’ 

Of the respondents, 91% of teachers either strongly 
agreed or agreed that nuclear disarmament was a key 
topic in discussing Britain’s place in the world as a 
nuclear weapons state. This result is interesting 
considering that a significant proportion of teachers, 
71%, are not teaching NDE. This mismatch between 
teachers’ viewpoints and their practice was also 
recognised within the Peace Education organisations’ 
focus group which commented that ‘teachers want to 
deliver nuclear education but struggle to have the 
space to explore it in detail within their classrooms due 
to other time constraints’. The barriers to teachers 
teaching NDE will therefore be discussed in more detail 
in the sections below to establish potential reasons for 
this conflict between what teachers believe and their 
teaching practices.  
 

Barriers to teaching Nuclear Disarmament Education in English Secondary Schools 
Throughout the survey and within the focus groups, a number of comments were made by teachers 
and Peace Education organisations about the barriers for them regarding teaching nuclear 
disarmament education. Each barrier is highlighted below and explored in detail with the most often 
cited barriers discussed first.   
 

 
Other topics are more important 
The most common barrier to teaching nuclear disarmament education selected by 133 teachers who 
either agreed, or strongly agreed, was that other topics were more important. In the comments from 
the survey and the focus groups, many teachers highlighted the pressures of covering their 
curriculum content in time for exams and the need to focus on these topics to improve outcomes for 
their students. Some teachers however argued that this should not be a barrier to teaching NDE as 
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Nuclear disarmament is a key topic in discussing 
Britain’s place in the world as a nuclear weapons state

Barriers to teaching Nuclear Disarmament Education



the topic was important but made the point that ‘the government and therefore the schools’ view is 
that there are more important topics and the curriculum content needs to be the focus over any 
additional topics so that’s what I am teaching’.  
 
Other comments from the focus groups also showed that some teachers had been ‘banned by my 
senior leadership team from talking about this topic’ due to its apparently overly politicised nature. 
Another teacher also stated that their senior leadership team wanted them to ‘focus on catching 
students up on missed learning due to lockdowns’ which meant that NDE was being ‘squeezed into 
assemblies or short activities in tutor time’ and not given enough class time to enable meaningful 
discussions and learning to take place.  
 
Lack of staff training to build confidence 
The second most common barrier from the survey was that there is a lack of staff training and thus a 
lack of staff confidence in teaching NDE meaning that it is less likely to be taught. Comments 
throughout the survey and in the focus groups reinforced this with some teachers saying that their 
staff were too inexperienced to teach about nuclear weapons and did not want to do it in a biased 
way so thought it was ‘safer not to cover it at all’. In the focus group some teachers also commented 
that although they would like to educate themselves further on this topic, they lacked the time and 
specialist support to build a deeper knowledge base.  
 
This theme was particularly apparent in subjects that are often taught by a high percentage of non-
specialist teachers, including RS and PSHE, where teachers had limited time to attend training to 
develop their subject knowledge in this area as they were teaching multiple other subjects that they 
also needed to attend training for. The focus groups with Peace Education organisations also  
high lighted capacity issues within the peace education sector itself to run activities that would enable 
teachers to develop their confidence to teach NDE. The need for additional funding to do these 
activities was also recognised. 
   
NDE is not covered in the curriculum 
The third most common barrier to teaching NDE was that it was not included in the curriculum. A 
few teachers commented that this was due to recent changes to the GCSE and A-Level syllabus which 
has meant that nuclear weapons and the issues of morality associated with their use, have been 
removed from the syllabus or significantly reduced. This was supported by one teacher in a focus group 
who said that ‘nuclear weapons have been reduced in the latest Politics A Level when compared to the 
previous specification which had a whole section on nuclear weapons and disarmament’.  
 
Many teachers commented that there was no extra room in the curriculum to teach NDE and 
that although they were comfortable teaching NDE as part of their KS3 History and RS lessons, 
this was not possible at GCSE because of the lack of curriculum time to cover everything. This 
barrier was also highlighted in the Peace Education focus group, where one participant stated 
that they believed that teachers did not explore NDE due to there being ‘no clear curriculum hooks’ 
for them to teach it.  
 
There is a lack of good quality teaching resources 
The fourth most common barrier identified by teachers to teaching NDE was a lack of good quality 
teaching resources. In the focus groups, some teachers who have taught NDE for a number of years 
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stated that they were ‘not 100% sure that we are teaching up to date information or that we are 
adding anything beyond the basic knowledge that they gain from Science and History’.  
 
Several comments throughout the survey and focus groups also highlighted that many teachers did 
not realise that other peace education organisations created resources focused on nuclear weapons 
and nuclear disarmament. This had led one teacher to ‘create my own resources as there doesn’t 
seem to be a lot out there that isn’t unbiased’ with another teacher saying that ‘it is important to 
cover both sides of the argument without bias and it is hard to find resources or speakers that cover 
both sides or can tolerate questions without forcing an agenda onto young minds’.  
 
A few teachers also commented that they would be more likely to teach about nuclear weapons and 
NDE if there were better resources out there, suggesting that some of what is being taught is arguably 
superficial and falls short of the UN requirements for NDE. Comments included ‘If I'm honest, it's a single 
history lesson at the end of Year 9 after we look at the atomic bombs of WW2. I think with better 
resources we could expand the topic/discussion further, particularly for KS3’. The Peace Education 
organisations’ focus group also supported this conclusion with some of the educators present 
recognising that more needs to be done to promote their resources to teachers to overcome this barrier.  
 
Lack of staff expertise 
Within the survey, 104 teachers stated that a lack of staff expertise was a barrier to teaching NDE. 
This was shown further within the focus groups where some teachers said that they did not feel they 
knew enough about NDE to teach it. One teacher also commented that this concern is linked to staff 
feeling ‘unsure about discussing protest movements and 'meaty' political questions for fear of 
complaints or 'opening a can of worms' with students expressing opinions which might be seen to 
contrast with British values’ - showing that staff were worried about getting it wrong and therefore 
chose instead to avoid the topic completely.  
 
Lack of external advisory support 
A total of 102 teachers stated that a lack of external advisory support was a barrier to teaching NDE. 
This was supported by comments from the focus groups, including one that highlighted the limited 
number of nuclear disarmament educators, commenting ‘there are very few nuclear disarmament 
education programmes and practitioners and therefore the capacity of ND education itself is a limiting 
factor’. This conclusion was also reiterated within the focus groups with Peace Education organisations. 
This suggests that more funding for this work is needed to overcome this barrier.  
 
Another teacher also commented that they had ‘never heard of any nuclear disarmament  
organisa tions who did schools work’. They went on to explain that they felt that ‘this topic is very 
important and there’s a lot of ignorance around it and if there was greater external advisory support, 
then more teachers would feel comfortable and supported to teach NDE’. Some teachers in the focus 
groups did however highlight that they had accessed support from the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament Peace Education (CNDPE) or booked a session with CNDPE for their students 
who were extremely positive about the support available. As one teacher commented ‘CNDPE 
helped my students to explore the need for peace and arguments for and against nuclear 
weapons. My students enjoyed making their own peace cranes and exploring the stories 
behind the Hiroshima bomb. I was also impressed by the engagement and deep questions that 
students asked’– showing the value of accessing external advisory support from specialist 
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organisations, including CNDPE and the potential need for NDE and Peace Education organisations 
to advertise their resources and support more broadly to teachers.  
 
Lack of time within my subject 
From the survey, 96 teachers agreed that lack of time within their subject stopped them teaching 
NDE. Most of the comments by teachers within the focus groups that referenced lack of time 
explained that new exam syllabi with larger content and the impact of COVID-19 ‘catch up’ have 
further limited their ability to teach the curriculum properly. One teacher stated that ‘teaching NDE is 
really important but given the pressures due to reduced teaching time during the pandemic, we have 
had to stop teaching it this year to catch students up on the GCSE syllabus’.  
 
Other teachers also highlighted that although they want to teach it, they ‘already do not have 
enough time in the curriculum to teach their GCSE and A Level content’ and that in order to teach 
NDE effectively, ‘students need a setting to put it in and a knowledge of current international 
relations that there just isn't time to deliver’. Other teachers also stated that they were finding it 
difficult to complete all of their tasks within their working hours and therefore lacked the appropriate 
time, motivation and will to plan lessons linked to nuclear disarmament.  
 
Lack of student interest  
It is clear from the data that most teachers, 117, either disagreed or strongly disagreed that a lack of 
student interest is a barrier to teaching nuclear disarmament. One teacher in the focus groups 
commented that ‘students are very engaged with it, so student engagement in any of the school 
contexts I’ve been in is not an issue when teaching it’. This, plus the fact that most teachers agreed 
that as a topic NDE should be explored further, suggests the barriers are not a lack of desire to teach 
it or a lack of interest from students to learn about it. 
 
Teacher responses to the question: ‘Since the start of the war in the Ukraine has your 
school provided nuclear weapons education or nuclear disarmament education to young 
people?’ 
There were 181 responses to this question with 94% of teachers indicating that they had not 
changed their practice to teach about nuclear weapons or nuclear disarmament since the outbreak 
of the war in the Ukraine. Several teachers explained their answers to this question, with one teacher 
who had taught an element of NDE stating that ‘this is already covered in the RS curriculum, but we 
have been discussing it more since the invasion started’. Another said they have created ‘drop-ins in 
humanities clubs to explore nuclear disarmament in more detail’.  
 
Comments from teachers who responded that their schools have not taught NDE or about nuclear 
weapons, included the observation that ‘the days of changing the curriculum ad hoc are gone’. 
There was also a general misunderstanding of what NDE actually entails with one teacher stating, ‘I 
think maybe the name ‘Nuclear Disarmament Education’ makes it sound like the aim of the 
resource/lesson/activity is to teach people why we should disarm – if the aim is to promote discourse 
around nuclear weapons, then that is something completely different’.  
 
A few other teachers also commented that they felt that teaching anything about this topic in the 
current climate has ‘clear political motives’ and that making any changes to teaching during this time 
would therefore highlight a ‘clear political agenda’ showing concerns that broadly fit with some of 
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the barriers to teaching NDE that were already discussed above. The Peace Education Organisations’ 
focus group was not surprised by this finding given that the issue of ‘nuclear weapons is not widely 
covered by the news despite being current, suggesting that young people may be unlikely to ask 
about it’. This suggests that further discussion is needed about the concept of NDE to enable more 
teachers to understand what good quality nuclear weapons education looks like.  
 
What is being taught if you are teaching Nuclear Disarmament or nuclear weapons 
education?  
In total, 35% of teachers answered this question to show that they were teaching an element of 
NDE or nuclear weapons education. The majority of the lessons mentioned were aimed at students 
in Key stage 4 and Key stage 5 with year 11 students being most likely to receive teaching around 
nuclear weapons or NDE, shown by the fact that 27 different teachers mentioned year 11 in their 
responses to this question. Students in year 10 were the next most likely to be taught NDE, with 20 
teachers saying that they taught a lesson around NDE to year 10 students and finally year 12-13 
who were mentioned 9 times by teachers as being taught lessons around nuclear disarmament.  
There is however some teaching of nuclear disarmament or nuclear weapons education at Key stage 
3 with students in Year 9 being the most likely to receive education in this area, mentioned by 17 
teachers, followed by students in year 8 who were mentioned by eight teachers and those in year 7 
being mentioned three times as receiving lessons on these topics.  
 
Of the teachers who answered this question, all mentioned teaching NDE or nuclear weapons as 
part of their Humanities lessons with RS, History and Citizenship, showing these as the most likely 
curriculum areas for NDE. In History, NDE most often appeared as part of exploring World War 2 or 
the Cuban Missile crisis and in RS, the most often cited area of the curriculum for the inclusion of 
NDE, was as part of the Peace and Conflict unit in the GCSE syllabus. All of the lessons referred to 
took place over one hour in the school day and the majority of the comments by teachers when 
explaining their lesson highlighted that, although they would like to cover NDE in more detail, there 
was not time within their curriculum anymore to do this.  
 
What is the impact of any lessons about NDE on young people’s views or beliefs about 
nuclear weapons? 
Some teachers who answered this question highlighted the overwhelmingly positive impact of 
lessons around NDE on young people. In many answers, young people were recognised as being 
‘genuinely interested in exploring issues around nuclear weapons. It is one of the more popular 
topics that we teach’. Another teacher highlighted that NDE empowers young people to ‘explore 
their own thinking and create balanced arguments around the ethics of nuclear weapons. Often this 
leads them to conclude that nuclear disarmament is important and we have had students attend 
protests and sign petitions in the past to call on the UK to be more responsible with its weapons’.  
In general, most comments in this section showed that students enjoyed covering a topic that ‘they 
have not covered or thought about before’ and gained better knowledge and understanding of NDE 
from these lessons which helped them to make their own informed decisions about nuclear 
disarmament, this being one of the key objectives of NDE. 
 
Some responses to this question by other teachers highlighted that it was not always easy to see the 
impact on their students of the NDE lesson that they had delivered. One teacher explained that ‘it is 
difficult to gauge whether students' views have been changed by the lesson due to the lack of time 
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we spend on it, but it is encouraging to see their appreciation of the issue change: it becomes more 
live and exciting’. Another teacher explained that ‘although my students understand the arguments 
for disarmament, most students are still in favour of nuclear weapons as a deterrent’, highlighting 
the range of views of nuclear weapons that students hold when studying these topics.  
 
Does your school teach Peace Education? 
The data below highlights that only 20% of the teachers who responded to the survey agreed that 
Peace Education was taught within their school. This compares to the 29% of teachers who indicated 
that they teach nuclear disarmament education. This therefore shows that more may need to be done 
to enable teachers to understand that teaching NDE is a part of Peace Education. Of the teachers who 

are teaching Peace Education, 
46% highlighted that they 
were also teaching NDE. As 
33% of teachers who 
answered the survey 
highlighted that their 
school taught nuclear 
weapons education, it also 
suggests that this may be 
done from a factual or 
neutral viewpoint that does 
not include Peace 
Education. This also 
highlights some potentially 
exciting areas for growth 
for Peace Education and 
NDE within secondary 
schools in England.  
 
 

Teaching resources 
Please list any teaching resources or external support you have heard of, or accessed, to 
teach about nuclear weapons or nuclear disarmament 
A total of 26 teachers referenced the CNDPE as the main source of resources or external support that 
they accessed when teaching NDE. Seven teachers referenced the Quakers Peace Education resources 
and five teachers highlighted that they used their GCSE or A Level textbook as a resource. Five teachers 
also referenced using resources from the Times Educational Supplement (TES) website and two also 
referenced a report from the Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) in lessons. Both of these teachers 
did recognise that the report that they used was biased and that they ‘did not always have the time to 
ensure that their students gained a balanced view of the negative impacts of nuclear weapons’.  
 
These responses highlight further some of the current issues around teaching NDE in English 
Secondary Schools. A list of teaching resources that were identified as useful by teachers who 
completed the survey can be found in Appendix B and details of some of the organisations who are 
undertaking peace or NDE education can be found in Appendix C.  
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Where did you hear about these teaching resources or support to teach about nuclear 
weapons or nuclear disarmament? 
The majority of the teachers who answered this question, 24 in total, highlighted that they found 
resources by using teacher Facebook groups or asking for support from other teachers who had 
shared good resources in teacher Facebook groups. A total of 12 teachers highlighted that they 
found resources themselves through a google search on the internet, of this number three teachers 
mentioned being directed to the CND website from google. Five teachers mentioned finding 
resources by looking directly on the TES website or by using GCSE and A Level History Textbooks.  
An additional three teachers stated that they had found NDE resources on different stalls at different 
teacher conferences. A total of 34 teachers, which represent the majority of responses to this 
question, highlighted that they did not know about NDE teaching resources and were not aware 
that they could access many of these for free.  

This finding demonstrates the need for nuclear disarmament organisations to promote their 
resources more widely amongst teachers to ensure that they have access to good quality resources. 
This need was first highlighted in the 2002 UN Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 
Education and therefore shows that despite a 20-year gap, this still needs to be an area of focus to 
potentially lead to more teachers teaching NDE. 
 
Lessons to be learnt by Nuclear Disarmament and Peace Education educators in the 
promotion of Nuclear Disarmament Education Resources 
Responses to this survey highlighted some of the ways that NDE resources could be promoted more 
widely to teachers. These included: 
 
1. Sharing resources organically in teacher groups on Facebook:  

As the majority of respondents to the survey highlighted that they found resources by asking 
other teachers about them in teacher Facebook groups, there is an opportunity to share Nuclear 
Disarmament teaching resources across teacher Facebook groups, especially those for History and 
RS teachers - maximising opportunities for teachers to see the NDE resources available. 
Trialing paid advertising may also help to promote NDE resources. The trial could then be 
analysed to see if this increases teachers’ awareness of NDE resources and improves the 
download rates of specific resources.  
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2. Optimising google search to make resources easier to find:  
Make resources easier to search for by ensuring that NDE keywords are present in the title of key 
resources to make them easier to find. Organisations may also consider re-naming some existing 
NDE resources so that they are easier to search for, if you do not already know the title.   

 
3. Building relationships with organisations who frequently communicate with teachers:  

Many organisations send email mailings to their teacher networks at least once a quarter which 
presents a key opportunity to share resources and training courses to further promote NDE 
resources without creating additional work.  

 
4. Exhibiting resources, support, and training opportunities at teacher conferences:  

Attend key teacher subject conferences, including those run by the National Association for 
Teachers of Religious Education and the History teachers association to share resources more 
widely with teachers.   

  
5. Assess the impact of your promotions to be more strategic on how content is shared:  

Analyse any advertising campaign to assess how many downloads the resource received, when it 
was most likely that people would download and if possible what kinds of teachers were 
downloading the resource.   

 
 
Best Practice Case Studies 
 
Two of the teachers from the focus groups provided case studies to illustrate how they are teaching 
NDE in their schools.   
 
Case Study One: Exploring Nuclear Disarmament Education in tutor time in a secondary 
school in the Southeast of England  
After my GCSE syllabus changed, there was less space within RS to explore nuclear weapons and 
nuclear disarmament in detail. Students really enjoyed learning this topic and it was key to building 
their discussion and debate skills further, so I spoke with the Heads of Year within my school who 
agreed to us covering this topic within tutor time instead.  
 
Did you use any specific resources to help you create your sessions? 
CNDPE’s resource Sadako’s Cranes for Peace: www.cnduk.org/resources/sadakos-cranes 
 
What did you teach?  
I planned four tutor time sessions of 20 minutes each using CNDPE’s resource Sadako’s Cranes for Peace 
which focused on the story of Sadako Sasaki, a Japanese girl who became world-renowned for the 
incredible achievement of folding 1,600 origami cranes in 1952 despite suffering from terminal 
leukaemia caused by the radiation from the Hiroshima atomic bomb. We did the following activities:  
 
Lesson 1 and 2: We read and discussed the story of Sadako Sasaki using the information sheet 
in CNDPE’s teaching pack (Sadakos-Cranes-2018-ed.pdf). I asked my students to list any 
questions that they had about the story and we used these questions to support our discussion 
as a class. I took away any questions we couldn’t answer and did a little research to give us a 
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better understanding of the context to the Hiroshima bomb and Sadako’s story which I 
presented back to my students next tutor time.  
 
Lesson 3: We looked at the significance of origami cranes, discussed why Sadako would have 
focused on creating so many origami cranes and then watched the instructional video on how to 
create an origami crane to help us make our cranes.     
 
Lesson 4: We created our own origami peace cranes and wrote our own views about nuclear 
weapons on a piece of paper that would sit near to our own cranes in a display that we made as a 
tutor group. Some students did additional research on the situation in Hiroshima, and we also added 
this to the display. Some students also opted to write to our MP to ask their views on nuclear 
weapons.  
 
What was the impact of the sessions?  
My students were really engaged with Sadako’s story and with creating their own origami crane. We 
also discussed their views on nuclear weapons and there was a real mix of opinions in the room 
about whether the UK should hold nuclear weapons or not. Overall, it was a really inspiring week of 
tutor time activities that received really good feedback from my students.  
 
Case Study Two:  Nuclear Disarmament debate in a Year 9 history lesson. 
I ran a nuclear weapons debate with my year 9 students which aimed to give them the time and 
space to explore their own opinions on nuclear weapons and debate arguments for and against the 
use of atomic bombs. My students were really engaged with the debate, and we heard a variety of 
different views within the lesson. Students formed their own conclusions at the end of the lesson. 
   
Did you use any specific resources to help you create your sessions? 
The Nuclear Weapons Debate (Peace Education Scotland) on the TES website 
(https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/the-nuclear-weapons-debate-6424338)  
 
What did you teach?  
Within the first lesson, we explored the context around the nuclear weapons debate using materials 
from the link above and considered different views for and against the use of nuclear weapons, 
including quotes from other people on the use of atomic bombs. We also considered which 
countries own nuclear weapons and spent 30 minutes preparing our arguments for the debate that 
we were going to run next lesson. In the second lesson, students had 15 minutes to finalise their 
arguments before the rest of the lesson was spent debating arguments for and against the use of 
atomic bombs.  
 
What was the impact of the sessions? 
Students created some excellent arguments for and against the use of nuclear weapons and enjoyed 
taking part in the debate. At the end of the lesson, they all had a chance to explain their own 
opinions and take an overall vote as a class on whether nuclear weapons should be used or not.   
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Conclusions and recommendations 
 
The results of this survey show that nuclear disarmament education (NDE) is not being taught in the 
majority of secondary schools in England. This finding is particularly interesting given that the 
majority of teachers agreed that students should be aware of the humanitarian consequences of 
using nuclear weapons and that nuclear disarmament should be discussed with students because 
the UK is a nuclear weapons state. It was also apparent from the results that the majority of teachers 
stated that students were interested in learning about NDE and that this was not a barrier to 
teaching NDE as students were usually engaged with the topic.  
 
Given the discrepancy between teachers’ views and their teaching practice, several barriers to 
teaching NDE were identified in the survey that teachers needed to overcome when considering 
whether to teach NDE within secondary schools in England. These barriers included the fact that 
NDE is not covered within their subject curricula making it difficult to teach this additional content 
due to the time sensitive nature of preparing their students for their exams; a lack of staff training to 
give teachers the confidence to teach NDE and the lack of good quality teaching resources to 
explore NDE with students.  
 
Throughout the survey and within the focus groups, many teachers also stated that they did not 
realise that good quality NDE teaching resources were available free from different organisations, 
including CNDPE which, coupled with the increased workload teachers are experiencing due to the 
pandemic, is also impacting on their ability to teach NDE. These barriers must therefore be overcome 
by Nuclear Disarmament and Peace Education organisations developing strategies to enable teachers 
to embed NDE within their teaching and bring about more high quality NDE learning opportunities 
for students.  
 
It also became clear across the survey responses and throughout the focus groups that there was a 
lack of understanding amongst teachers on what nuclear disarmament education involves and 
therefore many teachers were not confident to develop high quality NDE learning experiences for 
their students. This therefore impacted their ability to teach NDE within their various contexts and 
has had a significant impact on students’ understanding of nuclear disarmament issues.  
 
There are, however, pockets of best practice within some secondary schools in England when it 
comes to teaching NDE. This was particularly apparent in History and RS classrooms where NDE is 
often part of the curriculum and therefore teachers are able to spend more time teaching it. As the 
case studies show, this teaching is having an overwhelmingly positive impact on students’ 
knowledge and understanding of nuclear disarmament issues and arguably fulfilling students' right 
to an education in the ‘spirit of peace’ (United Nations, 2002).  
 
It is important to recognise the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on teachers and student learning. 
Throughout the survey and in the focus groups, many teachers highlighted the significant disruption 
that their schools have faced over the last two years. For some teachers, this has impacted their 
ability to teach NDE, however it is clear, more needs to be done to ensure that students gain the 
knowledge and understanding of nuclear disarmament issues so they can access their right to peace 
education as stated in the UNCRC.  
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There were some limitations linked to the methodology used in this research, including the small 
number of science teachers who completed the survey and its failure to gain responses from 
teachers within University Technical College’s (UTC), faith schools and independent schools. Due to 
this, further research should focus on gaining more responses from science teachers and a greater 
variety of different types of schools to create a wider data set which can be used to draw additional 
conclusions.   
   
Our recommendations to schools, the government and NDE and Peace Education organisations are 
discussed in more detail below.  
 
Key recommendations to fill the gaps around NDE and achieve more comprehensive 
provision: 
Recommendations for schools, trusts and education authorities at national and local levels 
1. Funding for specific training should be provided to ensure that teachers feel confident and 

able to teach about NDE and meet their responsibilities under the UNCRC related to peace 
education.  

 
2. The DfE should provide clear guidance on how schools can meet their obligations to children 

with regard to NDE and peace education which fulfils students’ rights to an education ‘in 
the spirit of peace’.  

 
3. The DfE should ensure the funding of additional research into NDE and peace education, so as to 

fulfil the UK’s responsibilities as a nuclear weapons state and the commitment to children’s rights 
as listed in the UNCRC.  

 
4. The DfE should work more closely with schools and NDE and Peace Education organisations to 

ensure that more teachers are involved in the decisions being made around how NDE and peace 
education are taught in schools. They must also clarify how schools and teachers can ensure that 
they remain politically impartial and ensure that teachers understand what is and is not classed as 
a political issue.  

 
5. Schools must ensure that any speakers that are invited into schools remain impartial and present 

both sides of any argument surrounding NDE and peace education. This includes any programmes 
that involve the military, or the use of resources created by the armed forces in schools.  

 
Recommendations for PGCE and teacher training providers 
1. Build partnerships with NDE and Peace Education organisations to run training with student 

teachers and support them from the start of their careers to develop the confidence to teach NDE.  
 
2. Ensure that teachers understand the national commitment to work towards nuclear disarmament 

under the Non-Proliferation Treaty, what their obligations are under the UNCRC and how they can 
ensure that students receive peace education, including NDE, throughout their time in school.  
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Recommendations for key subject associations 
1. Provide specialist resources linked to NDE for any subjects where it currently appears on the 

curriculum, including History, RS and Government and Politics.  
2. Build stronger partnerships with NDE organisations to support the development of key textbooks 

or resources for their subject.  
 
Recommendations for Nuclear Disarmament and Peace Education organisations:  
Teacher Training 
1. Utilise new opportunities to run teacher training online to increase confidence, understanding and 

grow awareness of NDE amongst educators.  
 
2. Focus on building partnerships with universities offering teacher training and run training for 

PGCE students and Early Career Teachers to develop their confidence in teaching NDE to a high 
quality early in their careers which will then work to build staff expertise in teaching this topic. 

 
3. Recognise the pressure on teachers to teach a broad and balanced curriculum and target teacher 

training on the subject areas e.g., History, RS and Citizenship which currently cover NDE as part of 
their curriculum. 

 
Publicise resources and support more broadly 
1. Publicise quality teaching materials and courses amongst teachers through a variety of different 

avenues, including paid social advertising.   
 
2. Build links with other charities and teaching organisations to cross promote each other’s resources 

through different mailings.  
 
3. Aim to share at least one resource or course each month so that teachers are more aware of 

existing content and opportunities. More information on where and how to publicise these 
resources and courses can be found above.  

 
Create more targeted resources 
1. Investigate spaces in the curriculum where NDE can be taught and target resource creation on 

these areas e.g. creating a series of short 20-minute activities for tutor time spaces or assemblies; 
creating session plans linked to specific GCSE or A Level syllabi.  

 
2. Create short responsive resources that teachers can use when nuclear war is mentioned in 

the news. 
 
3. Co-create resources with other charities and education providers in order to maximise impact.  
 
4. Aim more resources at KS3 where there is sometimes more space within the curriculum to 

explore NDE. 
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Apply for additional funding to employ relevant staff member(s) 
1. Use this job role to focus on developing resources and publicising training and support amongst 

teachers.  
2. Target some of their time to build networks with other charities and Peace Education providers to 

share each other’s work.  
 
Build a large network of volunteer school speakers 
1. Recruit additional volunteers to create a larger school speakers’ network with the capability to lead 

NDE work in schools.  
 
2. This could include running sessions in schools, developing teaching resources or writing blogs to 

share new content.  
 
3. They can also be used to attend teachers’ conferences to share new NDE resources and training 

opportunities.  
 
Recruit teachers to an advisory group to develop your NDE work 
1. Run a teacher advisory panel session 3 times a year to gain input into any plans and ensure the 

targeting of time and resources in the correct ways.  
 
2. This group could also be used to complete remote tasks or improve capacity to increase the 

impact of the work.  
 
Build partnerships with other key charities and organisations 
1. Build relationships with Peace Education organisations, Human Rights Education organisations 

and key subject associations to share NDE work further within their teacher networks.  
 
2. Speak with the publishers of GCSE and A Level History and RS textbooks to see if there are 

opportunities to collaborate on information sections as a small number of History and RS teachers 
indicated that they used information on Nuclear Disarmament Education from within their subject 
textbooks. Opening up a dialogue with the different textbook publishers may therefore lead to 
potential collaborations and opportunities to showcase key NDE resources to a wider audience. 
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Appendix A: 
NET Survey Questions for Secondary Schools in England  
 
The Nuclear Education Trust (NET) is carrying out this survey of secondary schools/colleges in England 
to examine issues around education about nuclear disarmament, to map out the existing provision 
and examine existing practices. 
 
1. Does your school provide nuclear education? 
 

 
2. Please let us know your opinion on each of the following statements: 
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Yes No Don’t know

Nuclear Weapons 
Education

Nuclear 
Disarmament 

Nuclear Science and 
Technology 

Strongly  
Agree

Agree Disagree Strongly  
Disagree 

It is important that students are aware of the 
humanitarian consequences of using nuclear 
weapons.

It is important that students are aware of the 
deterrence role of nuclear weapons in helping 
to keep the peace after World War 2.

The topic is too political to be taught within 
the school curriculum. 

Talking too much about the use of nuclear 
weapons fosters a fearful and negative view 
of the world and should not be taught.

It is a key topic in discussing Britain’s place in 
the world, as a nuclear weapons state.



3. In relation to teaching about Nuclear Disarmament what – if any – difficulties or 
barriers are there to teaching it in your context? 
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Strongly  
Agree

Agree Disagree Strongly  
Disagree 

Not covered in the curriculum

Lack of staff expertise

Lack of quality teaching materials

Lack of staff training to build confidence

Lack of external advisory support 

Lack of student interest

Lack of time within my subject to explore it 
properly

Other topics are more important 
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4. Are there any other comments you wish to make about Nuclear Disarmament Education 
or the barriers to teaching it in your school? 

 
5. Please list any teaching resources or external support you have heard of, or accessed, to 

teach about nuclear weapons or nuclear disarmament? 
 
6. Where did you hear about these teaching resources or support to teach about nuclear 

weapons or nuclear disarmament? E.g. a particular website, social media, other teachers? 
 
7. If you are teaching Nuclear Disarmament or Nuclear Weapons, what is being taught? In 

which area of the curriculum? Over how many lessons? For which year group? 
 
8. If applicable, what is the impact of any lessons about Nuclear Disarmament on young 

people’s views/ beliefs about nuclear weapons? 
 
9. Does your school teach Peace Education? 

Yes/No/ Don’t Know 
 
10. Please indicate what type of school you work in.
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Appendix B:  
Teaching Resources covering nuclear disarmament Issues that were highlighted 
by teachers in the survey and are available to teachers across the curriculum: 
 
CND Peace Education  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age 
range

Relevant for the following 
subjects

A variety of teaching resources on nuclear weapons 
and nuclear disarmament can be found on the CND 
website: https://cnduk.org/education/free-teaching-
resources/. These include teaching packs and an 
assembly. 

Nuclear Weapons Assembly: A recorded assembly 
on nuclear weapons: https://cnduk.org/cnd-assembly-
on-nuclear-weapons/  

The Bomb Factor: A teaching pack focused on 
nuclear weapons issues, including a debate:  
https://cnduk.org/education/free-teaching-
resources/bomb-factor/  

Dial M for Missile: A teaching pack focused on the 
Cuban Missile Crisis:  
https://cnduk.org/education/free-teaching-
resources/dial-m-for-missile/  

Under Pressure: A teaching pack focused on how 
pressure groups operate and how to create your own 
pressure group within your classroom:  
https://cnduk.org/education/free-teaching-
resources/under-pressure/ 

Truman On Trial:  A teaching pack focused on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, including a Mock Trial of 
President Truman:  https://cnduk.org/education/free-
teaching-resources/truman-on-trial/  

Critical Mass: A teaching pack focused on exploring 
how gender and identity are embedded in nuclear 
issues, by learning from different geographical and 
historical examples:  https://cnduk.org/education/free-
teaching-resources/critical-mass-lessons-on-gender-
race-and-nuclear-weapons/ 

Sadako’s Cranes: A teaching pack focused on the 
story of Hiroshima child victim Sadako Sasaki:  
https://cnduk.org/education/free-teaching-
resources/sadakos-cranes/  

KS3 and 
KS4

Primary and Secondary 
History, Citizenship, Politics, 
English, RE, Sociology and 
Government and Politics and are 
an excellent way to help meet 
SMSC, British Values and Prevent 
requirements. 
 
English (literacy & spoken 
language), History, RE, Art & 
Design (origami), Maths 
(symmetry), SMSC and Prevent. 
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Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age range Relevant for the  
following subjects

A variety of teaching resources on nuclear weapons can 
be found on the Pax Christi website: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/education-resources-nuclear-
weapons/  
Nuclear Weapons: A resource to inspire discussion and 
reflection on nuclear weapons and disarmament: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wpcontent/uploads/2021/08
/Nuclear-weapons-discussion-and-reflection.pdf  
Nuclear weapons and the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons: A workshop and teaching pack 
focused on the key facts about nuclear weapons, the 
arguments surrounding nuclear weapons, the role of the 
treaty and the voice of the Catholic Church: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wpcontent/uploads/2021/02
/Nuclear-weapons-and-TPNW-resource-1.pdf   

KS3 and 
above

RE, citizenship

TES (various authors) 

Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age range Relevant for the  
following subjects

TES has a number of different resources focused on 
nuclear weapons and nuclear disarmament:
Atomic Bomb Debate: Four lessons of teaching 
activities focused on exploring the decision to drop 
atomic bombs on Japan ending with a whole class 
debate: https://www.tes.com/teaching-
resource/atomic-bomb-debate-6074296 
Cuban Missile Crisis: Two lessons on the Cuban 
Missile Crisis which put pupils in the position of the 
American President in the build up to the crisis and the 
crisis itself. https://www.tes.com/teaching-
resource/cuban-missile-crisis-6168931 
Nuclear Weapons and Weapons of mass 
destruction: A lesson on Christian and Muslim views 
on nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction 
for the new AQA GCSE Spec A: 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/nuclear-
weapons-and-weapons-of-mass-destruction-11857491  

20th Century Conflict Booklet: An 80 page booklet 
for a unit of work that explores WW1, the Interwar 
years, WW2, Atomic Warfare, Cold War, Vietnam War 
and builds analysis skills https://www.tes.com/teaching-
resource/20th-century-conflict-booklet-6445675 
Origins of the Cold War Scheme of work: An entire 
unit of lessons and accompanying powerpoints on the 
origins of the cold war that goes alongside the AQA 
spec B. https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/origins-
of-the-cold-war-scheme-of-learning-6423727  

 
 
KS3 and KS4 
 
 
 
 
KS4 
 
 
 
 
KS4 
 
 
 
 
 
KS3 (11-14)  
 
 
 
 
KS4 (14-16) 

 
 
History, RE, Citizenship 
 
 
 
 
History 
 
 
 
 
RE 
 
 
 
 
 
History  
 
 
 
 
History 

Pax Christi 
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Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age 
range

Relevant for the following 
subjects

Oak National Academy has one lesson focused on 
nuclear weapons.   
Nuclear Weapons and WMD’s: A lesson focused 
on weapons of mass destruction as part of the 
Religion, Peace and Conflict Module of the RE GCSE: 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/nuclear
-weapons-and-wmds-6xh3ec  
 

 
 
KS4  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RE, History 
 
 
 
 

Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age 
range

Relevant for the following 
subjects

The Global Campaign for Peace Education has several 
videos focused on nuclear disarmament. These 
include: 
Introduction 2 Disarmament: Video Series: A series 
of 5 clips focused on explaining what disarmament is, 
how disarmament works, how it links to the 
sustainable development goals and how schools can 
be linked to it: https://www.peace-ed-
campaign.org/introduction-2-disarmament-video-
series/  

 
 
 
 
KS4  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RE, History, Citizenship 
 
 
 
 

Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age 
range

Relevant for the following 
subjects

The Quakers have an online lesson that focuses on 
nuclear disarmament:  
How are weapons banned from war? A global 
citizenship project inspired by the nuclear weapon 
ban: An online lesson focused on empowering 
learners to explore what weapons have been banned 
from war, why, when, and how. Along with inspiring 
students to practise their skills in debate and writing 
to argue, exploring whether Britain should follow the 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons: 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/how-are-
weapons-banned-from-war-a-global-citizenship-
project-inspired-by-the-nuclear-weapon-ban-1247100
5 

 
 
KS3 & KS4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
History, RE, PSHE, Citizenship 

Oak National Academy

Global Campaign for Peace Education 

Quakers Peace Education 
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Name of the resource, brief description  
and where to find it

Age 
range

Relevant for the following 
subjects

A series of resources on nuclear weapons and 
Nuclear Disarmament can be found on the Peace 
Education Scotland website:  
https://www.peaceeducationscotland.org/resources/ 
. These include:  
Nuclear Weapons Yes or No: A 4 unit scheme of 
work exploring the Nuclear Weapons Debate, 
Nuclear Explosions, Trident and Pressure Groups: 
http://www.peaceeducationscotland.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/1-the-nuclear-weapons-
debate-011113-cover.pdf  
Nuclear Weapons and the Environment: A 
booklet and film clip on the environmental costs of 
Nuclear Weapons:  
https://www.peaceeducationscotland.org/docs/nucl
ear-environment-booklet.pdf  
Nuclear Weapons and Morality: A selection of 
videos that explore Nuclear Weapons and morality:  
https://vimeo.com/564288106  
Covid- 19 and Nuclear Weapons: A resource 
pack with discussion on Covid-19 and Nuclear 
Weapons:  
https://www.peaceeducationscotland.org/docs/covi
d-19-nuclear-weapons.pdf  
Survivors Stories and information about 
Nuclear Weapons: A teaching pack including 
video links that introduce nuclear weapons, 
consider the moral issues and explore survivors 
stories: 
https://www.peaceeducationscotland.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/survivors-stories-
presentation.pdf 
 

KS4 Modern Studies, History, RE, 
Sociology, Citizenship 

Peace Education Scotland 
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Appendix C:  
List of organisations involved in supporting peace education and policy 
development:  

Name of organisation Review of their support for Peace Education  
and Policy Development

Mayors for Peace Aim to create lasting world peace by mobilising global 
citizens to call for the abolition of nuclear weapons, 
amongst other focus areas. Their objectives include 
enabling people to realize a world without nuclear 
weapons and create safe and resilient cities and promote a 
culture of peace.  

Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 

Advocate for a world where women are able to lead the 
way to bring about change. Maintain that peace is only 
possible when women who use feminist approaches hold 
‘more positions of power, responsibility, and influence’.

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
(CND) Peace Education

CND’s Peace Education work provides free teaching 
resources, school visits and teacher training to  empower 
students to develop their own knowledge and 
understanding on nuclear weapons and peace issues and 
come to their own conclusions. 

Pax Christi Pax Christi’s Peace Education envisages a world where 
people can live peaceful lives without a fear of violence. 
They offer school speakers and resources for schools to 
explore peace education and nuclear disarmament issues. 

Peace Education Scotland Peace Education Scotland aims to increase students’ 
understanding of nuclear weapons, including their impact 
on the environment and the key principles of conflict 
resolution, in order for students to be able to debate and 
share their own opinions on the issues. They provide 

Quakers Peace Education QPE team work to create a more peaceful world through 
education through the principles of positive peace and 
justice. They develop and share teaching resources, run 
training and work with schools to share creative peace 
education resources. 

Global Campaign for 
Peace Education (GCPE) 

The GCPE aims to promote peace education globally 
within schools, across families and communities to 
‘transform the culture of violence into a culture of peace’. 





The Nuclear Education Trust is a UK charity (number 1118373, registered in 2007) 
working to advance education by promoting research into disarmament, defence and 
security, with an emphasis on nuclear weapons.  
 
It funds a widely acclaimed peace education programme with a range of accessible 
materials for use in schools. www.nucleareducationtrust.org 

NET Nuclear  
Education Trust


